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May 2008 

 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

 

Dear Parents, 
 

Welcome to our incoming 9th grade parents who 

are receiving the Ship to Shore  parent newsletter 

in anticipation of their students attending Aptos 

next fall.  Iôm looking forward to the traditional 

year-end events of senior assembly, yearbook 

distribution, senior awards, departmental awards, 

May Memories and band concerts, finals, senior 

picnic, and graduation for the Class of 2008! 
 

STUDENT ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT    

We measure student achievement by GPA, by 

attendance, by discipline, by SAT scores, by 

graduation rates.   Another indicator of student 

achievement is the yearly STAR scores which 9th, 

10th, and 11th graders just completed.  Iôm 

pleased to say that students earned a minimum 

day on Friday, May 16, with dismissal at 12:15, 

as a reward for students meeting the 95% 

attendance requirement and test completion.  

With the tests just being completed, I donôt have 

information on performance, but in the fall, Iôll 

report the whole school performance on those 

tests, and youôll receive a report on your 

individual student.  I can say that AHS has made 

steady sustainable progress and has the highest 

scores among the countyôs regular 

comprehensive high schools. 
 

BUDGET CUTS  

Devastating state budget cuts to education will 

affect our campus.  Our course offerings will not 

be affected  the honors and Advanced Place-

ment courses will be offered and enrollment in 

those courses is strong.  Our course offerings in 

music are smaller because more students are 

choosing to take visual arts.  Our course offerings 

for ROP hands-on courses is expanding with the 

addition of an after-school Culinary Arts class.  I 

anticipate that budget cuts will make for more 

crowded classrooms to open up the year, make 

for longer wait times in the main office, and 

make for fewer communications by hard copy. 
 

CONSTRUCTION NEWS   

Iôve been reporting on construction progress for 

five years, and finally, Iôm happy to report that 

construction projects will conclude over the 

summer (fingers crossed)!  We will not host 

summer school on campus so that NOTHING gets 

in the way of that long-awaited conclusion. 

 

Finally, the theatre/gym project is nearing 

completion and will be ready to welcome 

students next school year.  Your student will 

benefit from the increased access ï more gym 

space, a dedicated drama classroom, a dedicated 

wrestling and dance room, and a professional 

theatre space to both learn in and view 

assemblies.  I canôt wait to host a single 

homecoming assembly in the new gym (big 

enough to hold us all in one assembly), to cheer 

performers in Cabaret Café in the new theatre, 

and welcome you to the building on back-to-

school night in the fall.   One note:  Landscaping 

will likely be a volunteer effort in terms of plant 

donations and maybe even volunteer work.   
 

COMMUNICATION  

Check out the aptoshs.net website throughout 

the summer for the most up-to-date and 

changing information regarding budget cuts, 

main office hours, counselor availability, athletic 

tryouts, volunteer needs, landscaping needs, and 

budget cuts. 

 

Thank you for your continued support of Aptos 

High.  Itôs been a great year to be a Mariner! 
 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Diane Burbank      
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