
  

 Congratulations 

Class of 2009 
          

 

Graduation Ceremony will be held oné 

June 4, 2009   
3:00 p.m. 

 Cabrillo College Football Stadium 
 

. 

Planning  

On Moving  

This Summer  

 

 

 

If ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ 

during the summer, be sure to notify 

SYLVIA SANCHEZ ½ our registrar½ 

at ext. 244 of your NEW ADDRESS  

and TELEPHONE  NUMBER  so 

ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 

2009-10 school opening information. 

 

  

 

  
     If you were on the Lunch Program last year or wish to  

     participate in the Lunch Program for the coming 2009-2010  

     school year, your application must be renewed again.   
 

Only one application is necessary per family even if they have students attending different 

schools in the PVUSD.  All students living in the same house and listed on the application will 

be approved on the same application.  If you have any question, call Food Service at  

786-2325, Ext. 2641. 

 



 

APTOS HIGH SCHOOL  

IS GOING  

GREEN!  

 

As opposed to mailing hundreds of hard copies,  

the school newsletter, òShip to Shoreó,  and all  

pertinent information will be available  

online ½½  www.aptoshs.net  

 

 If you donõt have a computer, you can pick up 

 a hard copy in the school office. 

         

 

 

PAJARO VALLEY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT  

BBOOAARRDD  OOFF  TTRRUUSSTTEEEESS    

22000099  CCAALLEENNDDAARR  OOFF  MMEEEETTIINNGGSS  
 

May 13 May 27 June 10 June 24 

   

   

 

NNOORRTTHH  ZZOONNEE    

22000099  CCAALLEENNDDAARR  OOFF  MMEEEETTIINNGGSS  
 

May 4 June 1 
  All Zones Meeting 

  PVHS Library 

 

             

    
 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage 

PAID  
Permit No. 22A 

Aptos, CA 95003 -9603  

      APTOS H IGH SCHOOL  
     ñHome of the Marinersò 

    100 Mariner Way, Aptos, CA 95003 -9603  
  

 Place Label Here/Not upside down 

  

 May 15 Prom (new date) Cocoanut Grove 

 May 25 Memorial Day NO SCHOOL 

 June 2, 3, 4 Semester Finals Minimum Days 

 June 4 Graduation 3:00 pm / Cabrillo College 

 June 5 Finals Makeup Day  

2009 -2010 School Calendar Enclosed  

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER

 
DEPARTMENTAL AWARDS  

WEDNESDAY, MAY 20 

MIGRANT CELEBRATION & 

FOOTBALL BARBEQUE  

SATURDAY, MAY 23 

SENIOR AWARDS NIGHT  

THURSDAY, MAY 29 

6-9 PM 

PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 

SENIOR PICNIC  

TUESDAY, JUNE 3 

GRADUATION  

Thursday, June 4 ½ 3:00 PM 

Cabrillo Stadium 

 

 

 

 

http://www.aptoshs.net/


 

 

 

MAY 2009

PRINCIPAL õS MESSAGE  

 

Dear Parents,  

 

Upon completing my first year at the helm here 

at AHS, I must say that it has been an incredibly 

exciting year!  The learning curve for me has 

been steep; with a new student information 

system, the devastating budget crisis and other 

more typical obstacles , it has been the fabulous 

students, the super -professional staff and the 

amazingly supportive parents and local 

community that have made for a great year at 

AHS!   

 

Iôm looking forward to the traditional year-end 

events of Prom, yearbook distribution, sen ior 

awards, departmental awards, May Memories, 

finals, senior picnic, graduation for the Class of 

2009 and summer school here at AHS!  

 

STUDENT ACADEMIC A CHIEVEMENT     

Many positive things are happening in and out of 

our classrooms every day!  Teacher commi tment 

and enthusiasm makes for high levels of student 

engagement and success.  AHS has just received 

a mid - term visit and subsequent report from the 

Western Association of Schools and Colleges 

(WASC).  The WASC team helped us determine 

our progress on our school plan and as a result 

we have set some short and long term goals for 

improving our alignment to state standards, 

increasing our level of alignment between all 

courses and in the way we assess student 

achievement.  We look forward to showing our 

progr ess on a scheduled return visit by the WASC 

team in the spring of 2010.  At AHS we measure 

student achievement in many ways -  by mastery 

of state standards as measured by improvement 

on unit and final exam rates, GPA, attendance, 

AP exam pass rates, SAT sc ores, graduation rates 

and the number of students involved in extra -

curricular activities among other measures.   

Another indicator of student achievement is the 

yearly California Standards Test (CST) scores and 

the Academic Performance Index (API) score t hat 

the school receives from the synthesis of each 

studentôs CST scores.  All 9th , 10 th , and 11 th  

graders just completed the CSTs and Iôm pleased 

to say that students earned a minimum day ½ 

this Friday, May 15, with dismissal at 12:15 pm ½ 

as a reward for s tudents meeting the 96% 

attendance and test completion goal.  Early this 

coming fall you will receive a comprehensive 

report on the overall school performance on 

those tests and youôll receive a report for your 

individual student as well.  While AHS has so me 

of the highest scores among the countyôs regular 

comprehensive high schools and is above state 

averages in most areas, I think our focused work 

on improving standards alignment in our courses 

and in assessment will show increased student 

achievement and  improved test scores as a 

positive by -product as well.  

 

BUDGET AND PERSONNEL CUTS  

Of course we are all well aware of the federal and 

state financial crisis that is affecting many of our 

families and their businesses off campus.  It is 

imperative that our community understands that 

these cuts will also affect our students over the 

long t erm and will fundamentally change how we 

educate our students in public schools.  We are 

looking at least at a 30 -40% reduction in most 

support staff positions including clerical staff, 

custodial and grounds staff, site and district 

computer and technical support staff, academic 

and scholarship counseling staff and 

administrative staff.  Other support programs 

that are being cut include social -emotional and 



drug/alcohol counseling through PVPSA and the 

ninth grade safety net ï The Academic Learning 

Center f or non -grads at the junior high level.  

Except for the Athletic Director position the rest 

of the approximately $250,000 that pays for 

coaches, equipment, referees and more was 

obliterated from the athletic program.  Money 

received from the district for th e Activities 

Director position was cut.  Almost all of our 

flexible funding accounts that supply basic needs 

to keep the school running such as money for 

paper, postage for report cards and leases for our 

copy machines have been eliminated!   

 

In case youôre hoping for some positive in all of 

this I can at least say that fortunately many of 

our base program offerings will be less affected 

than the front line support programs and 

services.  For example, the honors and Advanced 

Placement courses will continue  to be offered and 

enrollment in those courses for next fall is strong.  

Our course offerings in music/choir are smaller 

because more students are choosing to take 

visual arts but we expect to offer these programs 

after school in the Extended Learning Prog ram 

which will also stay intact.  Our course offerings 

for ROP stays strong and is expanding with the 

addition of a Bicycle Shop at School class that we 

hope to expand into a more advanced Career 

Technical Education pathway soon.  I know that 

as we close d own a successful year and prepare 

for a great graduation we are already trying to 

carve out time to do the forced restructuring of 

our office and many systems at AHS that will 

make for a tough opening next fall.  As we open 

up the new school year I ask for  your patience 

and understanding in what may be longer wait 

times in the main office and more challenging or 

less frequent communications due to less staff.  I 

do expect that we will have an athletic program, 

arts programs and activities as I and you are 

deeply committed to these critical programs for 

students.  We will all need to step up and do our 

part to give and do what we can to help educate 

our students including being aware of what the 

upcoming special election may mean for 

education.   
 

COMMUNICATION   

While budget cuts may make for more 

challenging communication, AHS is still 

committed to clear communication with families 

in the name of student achievement.  Recently, 

after reviewing the results of the 2009 

PVUSD/AHS parent survey, our Si te Council has 

chosen improvement in communication as its 

number one goal for next year.  Keep your eyes 

and ears open for new and improved ways of 

communication at Aptos High School.  Check out 

www.aptoshs.net throughout the summer for the 

most up - to -date  information regarding main 

office hours  for summer , counselor availability, 

athletic tryouts, volunteer needs, and budget 

updates.  

 

PARENT PARTICIPATION , VOLUNTEER &  DONOR 

RECOGNITION  

While there are far too many individuals to list 

here I certainly want to thank the many parents 

that go above and beyond supporting their own 

children by giving many volunteer hours to 

support the entire student body.  Some of the 

specific groups that go above and beyond include 

School Site Council , AHS Boosters , the Aptos 

Athletic Foundation , our AHS Music Board  and 

parent support team, our landscaping angel  

and teacher appreciation volunteers such as 

òmoms in touch.ó Thanks also to the parent 

volunteers who have reliably and cheerfully 

served lunch daily at the òlunch boxó window , 

collected entry fees at sporting events, 

contributed to the annual athletic fundraiser 

campaigns, enrol led in the on -going fundraiser 

eS crip , and organized special events to support 

performing arts.  I also want to show my 

gratitude to many of you who responded to the 

Booster Clubôs request for donations this spring!  

Using your donations the amazing AHS Boosters 

will be able to continue to fill a portion the gap 

between what we can fund and what the students 

need and deserve in both athletic and ac ademic  

programs.  The community and local businesses 

have been enormously supportive of fund - raising 

efforts as well.  All of this volunteering and 

donating does  help keep us afloat.  Thank you,  

thank you, and thank you  for your continued 

support of Aptos High and all of its 

programs !  
 

I TôS BEEN A GREAT YEAR TO BE A MARINER !  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Casey OôBrien  

 



NEWS FROM THE GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT  

MAY  200 9      

 

 

 

COUNSELING STAFF  

Each counselor will is responsible for all grade levels for 

their assigned caseload.   
 

BRYAN ANDERSON  Extension 234  

 ELVA MARTIN  Extension 231  

T IM MANOR  Extension 233  

J ANICE MANION  Extension 203  

 

HOW DO I CHECK MY CL ASS SCHEDULE  

IF I MISSED MY APPOI NTMENT OR  

FRESHMAN ORIENTATION?  

 

Schedules will be handed out the first day of school in 
tutorial.  Tutorial locations will be posted on the first day 
of school. 
 

Counselors will be available until June 16th.  Questions 

for counselors after that date will have to be answered in 

August. 

 

COURSE REQUESTS /CHANGES  

An ADD/DROP FORM  must be completed and signed 

by a parent/guardian.  Forms are available in the front 

office and the guidance office.  Completed forms should 

be returned to the guidance office.  Remember that 

students must remain in their assigned courses while 

waiting for a course change to be completed.   . 

 

PARENT NIGHTS   

Parent Nights run from 6:30-7:30 pm and offer valuable 

information pertinent to the academic flow of each grade 

level. 

SEPTEMBER  TBA  12
TH

 GRADE       

SEPTEMBER  TBA    9
TH

 GRADE    

SEPTEMBER  TBA  11
TH

 GRADE       

OCTOBER  TBA  10
TH

 GRADE   

           

SAT 2008 -2009 Test Dates  

 

 

NATIONAL  TEST DATES  

 

 

TEST  

 

REGISTRATION DEADLINES  

 

DUE  LATE  

June 6, 2008  SAT 1 & SAT 11   May 5           May 15 

2009 -2010  SAT DATES TBA  

  

 
 

APTO$ BOOSTER$  would  

like to THANK ALL PARENTS AN D  

COMMUNITY MEMBERS  for their  

generous donations all year!!   

 

Together we will continue to support academic, athletic 

and art programs for the students of Aptos High.  So far, 

w e have  raised a half a million dollars ½and counting!  

 



 
 

 Summer 2009 Sessions! 
Featuring instructors from Spectra Artists! 
Classes are taught by highly skilled area 
professionals and teachers! 
 
Å Technical Production Arts 

Å Theatre Lighting Design & Safety 

Å Stage & set Building 

Å Live Audio & Studio Recording 

Å Performance Arts 

Å Dance & Movement (DiRRiD) 

Å Drama & Improvisational Theatre 

Å Spoken Word 

Å Summer Choir 

Å Performance concludes each Session! 
Sessions are being formed - inquire now!  

Space for enrollment is limited. 

 
COST is only $600 per class 
Sliding Scale available: 
$1,100 for FULL DAY of Session I (2 classes) 
$1,500 for FULL DAY of Session I & a half 
day of Session II (3 classes) 
$1,800 for BOTH SESSIONS all day! 
(a total of 4 classes in 8 weeks!) 

 

Email or call: Dale Knight, Assistant Principal 

dale_knight@pvusd.net, 831-688-6565 ext. 246 

 
                                           

 
 
 
 

 
 

A P T O S  
H IGH SCHOOL  

       
IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE 

 

SSuummmmeerr  

22000099  

SSeessssiioonnss  

II  &&  IIII!! 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Classes & Workshops designed to inspire, train, 

and equip students for participation in a variety  

of performance & production skills!  
 

Two 4-week Sessions! 

I - June 15- July 10 
II - July 13- August 7 

Two 3-hour classes daily! 

A - 8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
      B - 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.  

 

Any student entering 6th -12th grade may apply 
 

Choose 
from a 
variety of 
technical or 
artistic 
classes! 
Get practical 
experience 
and 
have fun, 

too! 

Do 
something 
creative with 
your 
summer! 
 
Make new 
friends, learn 
a new skill-
the sky is the 
limit 

There is a place for you in the  

Performing & Production Arts!  



A  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ptos High School Performing 
Arts Center is the perfect 
setting for any arts based 
performance, conference, 
or workshop!  Designed to 
provide a repertory 

theatre setting, the PAC boasts great 
acoustics, intricate fly systems and 
backstage area, convenient scene shop 
with 2 large roll up doors, fully equipped 
media booth, digital lighting console, 
orchestra pit, 40 foot projection screen, 
concessions stand, and a host of facility 
amenities guaranteed to please even the 
most seasoned promoter! 
 
 

What do you do with a theatre 
equipped to produce it all? 
 

Dream up all kinds of possibilities! 
Let your imagination run wild! 
 

Å Concerts & Performing Arts 
Å Plays & Musical Productions 
Å Dance and Private Lesson Recitals 
Å Classic Movie Nights 
Å Lecture Series 
Å Theme Nights 
Å Variety Shows 
Å Workshops & Seminars 
Å Community Presentations 
Å Recording & Tracking Sessions 
Å Video Staging & Photo Shoots 
Å Multi-Media Presentations 
 

Contact the PAC Facilities Manager for 
dates, rates, and complete list of systems. 
831.688.6565 

  

 

   

 



 

APTOS HIGH SCHOOL 

SUMMER ARTS PROGRAM 
1

ST
 SEMESTER:  FRIDAY, JUNE 12 ς THURSDAY, JUNE 25

TH
 

2
ND

 SEMESTER:  FRIDAY, JUNE 26 ς FRIDAY, JULY 10
TH

 (NO CLASS ON JULY 3
RD

) 

APPLIC ATION DEADLINE: JUNE 5, 2009 
 

STUDENT INFORMATION  

 

Name        Student ID    Grade         

 

Ã  M    Ã F   DOB:        School of Attendance         

 

Parent/Guardian      Telephone   Cell    

 

Address        City    Zip    

 

Emergency Contact 1:       Telephone      

 

Emergency Contact 2:       Telephone      

 

Allergies:   Ã None   Ã Yes:      Medication:   Ã None   Ã Yes:    

 

4 WEEKS AM AND/ OR  PM   Á   MARK COURSE OF INTEREST AND CHECK SEMESTER PREFERENCE 
SEM 1 SEM 2 COURSE OPTIONS SEM 1 SEM 2 COURSE OPTIONS 
      
      
      
      
      
      
      

  

Parent/Guardian Permission 

¶ In case of an accident or serious illness, I would like to be notified.  If I cannot be located, the school has my permission to 

employ the services of a certified physician.  It is my understanding that Pajaro Valley Unified School District is not 

financially responsible. 

 
Parent Signature         Date     

 

Payment Method: Cash: $      Check :  $   Check#    

 

¶ Make checks payable to AHS.  No refunds will be given after the first week .  

 

Contact Person:   Dale Knight, Assistant Principal, 688-6565, Ext. 246 
4/9/09



APTOS  

ART STĊRS  

I am very proud to 

announce that the students 

listed below have 

exemplary work on display 

at the 54th Annual High 

School Art Exhibit at the 

Santa Cruz Art League until May 10th.  The gallery 

location is: 526 Broadway in Santa Cruz.  The hours are 

Wednesday-Saturday from 12:00½4:00 pm, and 

Sundays from 12-5:00 pm.   

 

I went to this show last year out of curiosity before I was 

hired to work in this district and was completely blown 

away by the quality and variety of work being produced 

by high school students in Santa Cruz County.  This 

year, several art pieces by Aptos High School students 

won awards in competitive categories.  Congratulations, 

Mariners!  I highly recommend this exhibit.  
 

½½AWARD RECIPIENTS ½½ 

J ENNY GRELL  ROSIE MACY  

SARA GOLBEK  RACHAEL LEWIS   

K EIRA NOLAN  LEVANA TEMAN    

GRANT BUCHWALD  ASHLEY SAUNDERS   

DAVID HOPPER  CLAY SHELTON   

ALEX K OONTZ   WESLEY ENSMINGER  

 

½½ALSO EXHIBITING ½½ 

SOPHIE PEOPLES     A IMEE SASAKI     

ASHLEY PARKER     MARI SSA FERRANTE  

J ORDAN K EPLER     CHRIS GILES      

J AMES BARRETT      ELLESE SAKAI -HART               

PAIGE QUINN       SAGE MELCER     

STEPHANIE MAACK      ALEXANDRA POOLE      

HEATHER MCK ENNA    NORA BRACKBILL      

TAYLOR GORMAN      DYLAN WHITE  

CASSIE WOOD      RACHEL HURLEY      

MOLLY GLASER      BRANDY LOPEZ      

TAYLOR SEAMOUNT      K EENAN WALKER    

 

Also, artwork by ROUSSEAU GLEITSMAN , ALEXANDRA 

POOLE , ASHLYN DOWNING , ANILU CRUZ  (two pieces), 

M IROSLAVA HERNANDEZ ,  VALERIA DELGADILLO , 

M ICHELLE  PARK , SARAH WILS ON , SAGE MELCER  

along with pieces by several students in Ms. Marks 

classes were selected by a jury to be displayed for a 

year in the new Watsonville Courthouse  buildings.  

This is a big deal!!    

   

by Rachael Lewis, Class of 2010 

 

A warm welcome back to VERONIQUE MARKS , and 

thanks so much to CYNTHIA QUIGLEY  who has 

been such a HUGE help!  

 

Lara Birchler, Visual/Performing Arts Department 

 

 
By Sara Golbek, Class of 2012 


